sis, edited by Paul H. Hoch and Joseph Zubin. Grune & Stratton, New York, 1960. Price $6. This book consists of papers and discussions from the annual meeting of the American Psychopathological Association of 1958. It is definitely on a level of excellence with their previous publications that have, for the most part, been valuable contributions to the psychiatric literature. As is inherent in a book with multiple authorship there is some variability from section to section but this is much less noticeable than is usually the case with this type of organization. Moreover, it lacks the clear cut imprint of the tape recorder that is usual with so many "conferences".
The presentation is broken down into three sections; Part I.: is concerned with theoretical approaches; Part II.: the clinical applications and Part III.: on evaluation. The first part on theoretic approaches of the various so-called analytical schools is of widest general interest.
Although the printed word may reflect poorly the heat of a discussion, it is refreshing to find the various concepts analysed on the basis of logic rather than dogma. After reading the all-inclusive expansiveness of some analytical writers one notes with interest the statements that "psychoanalytic therapy fits exactly the neuroses; but it fits only the neuroses so completely. Application of psychoanalysis to other psychopathological conditions cannot be taken for granted". (p. 1) This concept is again repeated by another author in defence of analytical concepts (p, 61) "psychoanalysis was developed as a theory of and treatment for the psychoneuroses and not for the psychoses".
There are several contributions that justify special comment. Clara Thompson on the Theoretical Framework of the William Allison White Foundations provides one of the most lucid presentations of the concepts of Harry Stack Sullivan that has come to this reviewer's attention; Joseph W. Vollmerhausen does well with the concepts of Karen Horney; Lionel Ovesey in the discussion, presenting the approach of the Columbia University Psychoanalytic Clinic, reviews their acceptance, modification and rejection of Freudian postulates in a clearcut, organized fashion. The Samuel Hamilton Lecture by Bernard Glueck, Sr. on Psychoanalysis: Reflections and Comments is a scholarly and enjoyable story of the highlights of the development of psychoanalytical currents as viewed by a highly respected senior citizen who still "wishes to be known as a psychoanalytically oriented psychiatrist rather than primarily a psychoanalyst" and who has never allowed himself "to forget the indispensable linkage between medicine, psychiatry and psychoanalysis".
This book is to be recommended for those new to psychiatry who are trying to find their way among the various schools of analytical thought and for the older psychiatrist who is still anxious to remain an eclectic.
G. E. Hobbs, London.
Meaning and Methods of Diagnosis
in Clinical Psychiatry, Thomas A. Loftus. Lea & Febiger, Philadelphia, 1960. $5.00. 196 pages. This is an extremely lucid and concise book on the problems of psychiatric diagnosis. In a small presentation limited to 196 pages Dr. Loftus has succeeded in bringing together the pertinent information on the meaning and method of arriving at a psychiatric diagnosis and a direct comparison of the psychiatric syndromes most likely to be confused.
